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carry out its programme, it would be met by armed
resistance on the part of capital, including a large
proportion of the officers in the army and navy. But in
subduing this resistance it would have the support of
that great body of opinion which believes in legality
and upholds the constitution. Moreover, having, by
hypothesis, converted a majority of the nation, a Com-
munist Government could be sure of loyal help from
immense numbers of workers, and would not be
forced, as the Bolsheviks are in Russia, to suspect
treachery everywhere. Under these circumstances, I
believe that the resistance of the capitalists could be
quelled without much difficulty, and would receive
little support from moderate people. Whereas, in a
minority revolt of Communists against a capitalist
Government, all moderate opinion would be on the
side of capitalism.
The contention that capitalist propaganda is what
prevents the adoption of Communism by wage-
earners is only very partially true. Capitalist propa-
ganda has never been able to prevent the Irish from
voting against the English, though it has been applied
to this object with great vigour. It has proved itself
powerless, over and over again, in opposing nationalist
movements which had almost no moneyed support. It
has been unable to cope with religious feeling. And
those industrial populations which would most obvi-
ously benefit by Socialism have, in the main, adopted
it, in spite of the opposition of employers. The plain
truth is that Socialism does not arouse the same pas-
sionate interest in the average citizen as is roused by
nationality and used to be roused by religion. It is not
unlikely that things may change in this respect: we
may be approaching a period of economic civil wars
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